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Student Mentoring Program
Goals:

1. To enhance students knowledge of the operation of the professional association.

2. To encourage student’s active participation in the professional association.

3. To provide students with the opportunity to enhance their leadership and management skills in the areas of strategic planning, effective meeting management, delegation and legislative activity.

4. To develop a mentoring relationship with a Minnesota Dietetic Association  (MDA) Executive Board Officer.

5. To assist the MDA Executive Board member in necessary functions of their office.

Qualification For The Program:

The Dietetic student must be:

1. Currently enrolled in an approved/accredited Didactic Program in Dietetics, Coordinated Program in Dietetics, Coordinated Program or Dietetic Technician Program. 

2. At the Graduate, Junior or Senior level the year of the mentoring experience or second year in Dietetic Technician program.

3. A member of the American Dietetic Association.

4. Willing to commit to the program from June 1st through May 31st (one year).

5. Be a resident in the geographic location of the MDA Executive Board member.

6. Able to provide own transportation to local meetings.

Program Design For The Student Mentoring Program
Attend/participate in the following meetings:

· Orientation meeting with mentor at the “In/Out meeting and MDA Board Retreat. 

· Executive Board Meetings (Via teleconference)

· Public Policy Day on the Hill

· MDA annual education meeting

1) Funding will be provided for transportation, meals, lodging and registration to the meetings listed per MDA reimbursement policy for travel reimbursement. 
2) Additional responsibilities may include some word processing and secretarial functions. 

3) Each mentee will be responsible for the development and implementation of a project of choice, or assigned by mentor, that will benefit both MDA and the student. Following is a list of the potential projects that a mentee may be assigned to complete: 


-Organize and implement a student reception at the MDA annual meeting

-Design a poster board of the MDA board members (i.e. pictures, information about the board) and run the table during the annual meeting


-Participate in any fund raising efforts when applicable.


-Other projects related to a specific committee as needed. 

How To Apply:
-Download the application packet and deadline information from the student section on the MDA website www.eatrightmn.org.

Or 

-Contact MDA Central Office and request an information/application packet (include contact information).

The application packet requires the following: 

* Completed application form (including signature from DPD or CP Director)

* Letter of application from student stating why student is interested in the mentoring program.

* Letter of reference from the Director of the Didactic Program in Dietetics or Coordinated Program, Program Director or Dietetic Technician Program Director. 

* Return application packet to MDA central office by May 1.

Minnesota Dietetic Association

4940 Viking Drive, Suite 388

Edina, MN 55435

Phone: 952-830-7022

Fax: 952-830-9066

Email: mda@eatrightmn.org
* A personal interview MAY be scheduled with the mentor. 

* Notification regarding selection for the program will be complete by June 1.

* The MDA Executive Board will review the applications and select 2 students per year to participate. Membership chair will assure follow-up with the students and evaluation of the program. 

APPLICATION FOR STUDENT MENTORING PROGRAM MDA BOARD

NAME:

ADDRESS:

PHONE:






WORK:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

SCHOOL ATTENDING:

ADA MEMBERSHIP NUMBER:

Class Level in the Fall Semester/Quarter:

Graduate

Senior

Junior

Other (Please Specify)

DPD/CP DIRECTOR:

SIGNATURE OF DIRECTOR:

EXECUTIVE BOARD MENTORING POSITION DESIRED: (the executive board committee will place each student based on interest, need, location, and preference) 




President




President-Elect




Public Policy




Membership




Communication




Secretary




Treasury

Deadline: May 1st
